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Take a Boat Ride

Dominica is known $100per person depending on thetion, visit http://
as the Nature Island of thegroup size.. For more informa- www.islandstylefishing.com/
Caribbean. Comprised oftion, visit: http:// index.php or call 76265

dense rainforests and hun-www.jcoceanadventures.com/ 0518/ 76¥6131773. Contact
dreds of rivers, it is an ideal index.html or call 764496957/ can also be made byreail at

location for hiking adven- 767-2950757. islandstylefish-
tures. While you are encour- ing@gmail.com.
aged to enjoy land activities, Island Style Fishing:

donét forget tCaptaim demytoparates tovaubbatst o W.E.T  Dominica:
the water. Within proximity The Arwenne (33 feet) and The Short for Wai'tukubuli (the
of Ross University, there are Proud Mary (37 feet). If you re- Carib name for Dominica)
several companies that offerquest The Pr oudEcMaouryisa pgrsonadfavor-
coastal cruises and whalepleased to discover that it is airi t e . Owner, L
watching tours, a beautiful conditioned and comes with a love of Dominica is exhibited

way to experience the island. fridge and ice maker. This com- through his business and prot

pany is ideal for small to medium fessionalism. The 35 foot
JC Ocean Adven- sized groups. A minimum re- inflated boat with a seating
tures: Owners, Cindy and quirement of four people per trip capacity of twenty people

Jorge Gamarra have over terand a maximum of fifteen. allows customers to experi-
years of boating experience. ence the ocean in a very dif-
All trips utilize the twenty Whale watching tours ferent and exciting way.

two foot motorized boat, are approximately $65 US dollars

equipped with  bathroom. per person. For more informa- Tour participants are
Although you are required to wear

welcome to pac
your own food an(
drinks, snacks an.
soft drinks are in
cluded. This is
great company t
use for small groups

life jackets and
encouraged to hold
' on to hand rails, the
captain steers the
boat through ocean
waves. Passengers
are sure to get wet
in the process,

Their hence the company
coastal cruises arg name.Whale
whale watching watching is truly an

tours accommodal
up to six people. |
addition, you ca

up-close experience
with  W.E.T. Do-
minica; all passen-

specify how long—= gers must be at
youbd pr S least 10 years of
trip to be. Prices are in US The tale of a sperm whale age. Prices are in US dol-
dollars and range from $50 lars and vary depending on

Continued on pg. 6
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The Physical Examiner

Professor Spotlight: Dr. Mario Babbini

Dr. Mario Babbini is a
Professor of Pharmacology at
Ross University. He came to the
island 15 years ago and was im-
mediately struck by how receptive
to learning students are. Ten
years ago Dr. Babbini started
teaching on a part time basis be-
ing on the island for the first two

of Medical Education and one of the
most respected minds in the field.
While there, Dr. Babbini was able to
make many valuable connections and
establish lasting friendships with other
doctors and professors who have had
influence on his career.

One of the things that Dr. Bab-
bini enjoys most about teaching is the
interaction with students. He says that
he wishes lectures could be more of a
forum for discussion between teacher
and student, as he feels that is when
learning is truly accomplished. If it
were up to him most, if not all, lectures
would involve question and answer ses-
sions, the only challenge being that it is
difficult to develop the right type of
questions that promote discussion and
problem solving. He told a story of one
of his former colleagues who when
asked why he didnéo
stated, AiWhen | ge
ask if there are any questions. If there
are none then there is no lecture. If
there are questions then | lecture based
on the questions. 0

months of each semester. The last

two months are spent back in his
hometown located near Bologna,
Italy. When asked what was the
motivation behind the switch to
part time he stated that he has 3
children and 5 grandchildren that
he enjoys spending time with.

Dr .
Ross began in 1958 when he
graduated from the University of
Bologna, School of Medicine.
After graduation, he spent 2 years
serving in an Army hospital then
went on to do research and teach

Dr. Babbini and his wife enjoy
living here in Dominica. He says his
wife is a wonderful cook who incorpo-
rates the unique things that Dominica
has to offer into her meals giving the
authentic Italian cuisine a Caribbean
twist. He says he eats pasta everyday
with different homemade sauces, all
Babbi ni 6 sfrojneearet family recipes. On the
weekends, he and his wife enjoy getting
away to the Sunset Bay Resort where
they have developed a lasting friendship
with the Belgian owner. After a re-
freshing swim they love to swim and
dine on the cuisine.

at the University he graduated

from. In 1980, he decided to ex-
pand his medical education by
accepting a visiting professorship
at the University of Southern
California under Stephen Abra-
hamson, who was the Chairman

Being Italian, Dr. Babbini has
a love of European football. When
asked for his opinion of the Italian Na-
tional team thus far in the World Cup he
said, with an I1tal
goodo. He thinks

go far in the tournament but they
need to get things figured out and get
organized in order to make that hap-
pen.

So what does the future hold
for Dr. Babbini? He says that he
loves teaching here at Ross. He
hopes he can be around for many
years to come; it just depends on how
his health is and whether his now-77
yearold body can keep up with his
mental drive and determination.
When the time comes to hang up his
lab coat and retire he plans on mov-
ing back to Bologna, spending even
more time with his grandchildren and
friends, rooting for Italy in soccer,
and partaking of the best cuisine the
world has to offer.
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Rainforest Aerial Tram

Are you a Ross student Dominica, diverse plant and bird
in need of a day off campus? Do life that inhabit the rainforest.
you feel |l i ke you havendét experi
enced the solitude of the rainfor- Averaging 60 feet above
est? Ever want to be thousands ground and peaking at 2400 feet
of feet in the air? If you an- above sea level, the gondolas as-
swer ed ilyeso t ocenadsiowly andfcarefully soguwests
questions, the solution is to have the opportunity to take
schedule a trip to the Rainforest pictures or enjoy the breathtaking
Aerial Tram. landscape. A note of caution to
individuals wary of heights, don't
look down!

If you are in an adventur-
ous mood, when gondolas arrive at
the Breakfast River gorge, opt to
walk a 15 minute trail through the
rainforest and cross a suspension
bridge to catch a gondola returning
to the starting point. The view from
the bridge will not disappoint even
the most stressed out student!

Two gondolas ascend
through the rainforest

Open since October
2003 and situated approximately
30 minutes from the capital city,
Roseau, the tram is available to
residents and visitors of Domin-
ica to enjoy. A steel gondola
seating up to eight individuals
travels through the dense rain-
forest of the Morne Trois Pitons

National Park. The beginning of the

suspension bridge
Each of the twentywo

gondolas ascend one by one

through the rainforest while a The tram ride lasts
knowledgeable and trained guide approximately 90 minutes. Upon
informs guests of the history of return, you can check out the

The rainforest is home to
interesting plant life and
trees found on the island

souvenir shop or meander to the
refreshment stand for a cold
drink and tasty snack for a
satisfying end to a relaxing trip.

Prices are as follows: $55 per
person, $30 US per child up to
12 years of age, children under
12 years of age ride for free.
For additional information and

hours of operation, contact
767-4488775.

Article by: Analeah Green




